Physical Science - 2015


O’Mara


Physical Science Course Guideline

Instructor: Nicole O’Mara
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Please read carefully the attached course guidelines so that you will be aware and understand what is expected of your son or daughter in Physical Science. Please indicate that you have read and understand this information by signing in the space provided below. Please provide your email address as well. Your son or daughter is required to keep this information in the front of his or her notebook so that he or she may refer to it at any given time. If you have any questions concerning the information given, your son's or daughter's progress or information about the course, please feel free to e-mail me. My e-mail address is nomara@oconeeschools.org & my website is www.omarascience.weebly.com 
You may also access the PowerSchool web site to check your child’s grades and attendance.

Please note the following passkeys for:

Edmodo – vy7bbp

Remind – Text @omphysci2 [2nd block] or @omphysci3 [3rd block] to 81010

Thank you in advance for your support.  

**Parent Signature:_______________________________

**PARENT EMAIL: _________________________________

I have read and understand the attached guidelines.  I understand these are to be kept in the front of my notebook at all times.

Student Signature:______________________________________

Course Guidelines

Course Title
Physical Science
Term
Spring, 2015
Teacher
Nicole O’Mara
Phone# …………706.769.7760, ext 1107
	Email Address

Teacher Web Page
	nomara@oconeeschools.org

www.omarascience.weebly.com

	Textbook
	Physical Science, Glencoe 


· The replacement cost of textbook is $25.00. It is the student’s responsibility to take care of the textbook. Lost or damaged books must be paid for before another text can be issued. At the end of the term, textbooks will be examined and fines assessed for any damage beyond that expected from normal use. 

COMMUNICATION:

Parents may communicate with Mrs. O’Mara through email, nomara@oconeeschools.org  or through Edmodo 
Notices about assignments, tests, quizzes, etc will be sent out via Remind! and posted to the class website, in addition to being announced in & posted in class. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR CLASS:
Each student will need a 3-ring binder with at least 1 1/2 inch rings is recommended. Folders are not acceptable because papers can too easily be lost from them. Notes, worksheets and handouts are to be added to the notebook when appropriate. Specific requirements will be discussed in class. 

· The following materials should be brought to class daily:


1. Notebook with notebook paper

4. Notecards (as needed)
2. No. 2 pencil, pen, and highlighters
5. Glue sticks (as needed)

       3. Color pencils/Markers


6. Construction paper (as needed)
TARDIES, ABSENCES & MAKE-UP WORK: Please refer to the Student Handbook in addition to the following:

Tardies - A student is expected to come to class on time and be prepared to stay. Students arriving after the bell will be counted tardy. Students will not be routinely excused from class to go to lockers, use the phone, etc. Restroom visits should be made between classes.

· If a student is not in the room by the time the tardy bell finishes ringing, then he/she must report to the attendance office for a pass to class. 

 Absences – Regular attendance is extremely important. In accordance with school policy, a student who is absent from school should bring an excuse signed by a parent or guardian or health care professional to the attendance office.  Failure to document an absence will result in an unexcused absence. Please see the student handbook for more information on absences.

Make-Up Work - Obtaining makeup work is the responsibility of the student.

· According to school policy, the time allotted for completion of missed assignments, tests, etc. during an absence is ONE day for each day absent. ZEROS ARE GIVEN FOR WORK NOT MADE UP WITHIN THE ALLOTTED TIME.

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

· All students are required to follow the rules and procedures detailed in the NOHS Student Handbook. 

· Under no circumstances are cell phones to be visible or heard during the official school day unless instructed by Mrs. O’Mara for class use! Students who fail to abide by this rule will be referred to the administration starting with the first offense. Cell phones are to be powered off during school hours. 
· The NOHS dress code will be strictly enforced in this classroom. Students who are not properly dressed for school will be referred to the administration immediately. 

· Students should be respectful and courteous to each other and the teacher. Disrespect of other students will not be tolerated.  

· Each student is responsible for helping to maintain the up-keep of the classroom and lab.

· Disciplinary measures are as followed:
1.  Verbal Warning
2.  Student/teacher conference
3.  Phone call to parent(s) 
4. Teacher Detention (before and/or after school. Need to give at least 24 hours’ notice)
5.  Parent Contact 
6.  Referral to counselor (academic/personal issues)
7.  Referral to an administrator (discipline)
* In extreme situations (fight, profanity towards a teacher, alcohol, drugs, etc), students should be referred immediately to an administrator. 

· If school is officially closed due to bad weather on a scheduled test or quiz day, the test/quiz will be given the day that school reopens. Assignments due on a day when school is officially closed will also be due the day school reopens.

· Each student has homework every night! It is recommended that at least thirty to forty minutes be spent reviewing that day’s lesson. Nightly study will greatly enhance learning and test scores. Additional written or reading assignments may also be given. 

· In addition to announced quizzes, pop quizzes will be given periodically to monitor progress and check for understanding. 

SAFETY IN THE LAB IS ESSENTIAL! Students can be seriously injured if safety procedures are not followed during laboratory exercises. Students will receive instruction concerning lab safety and will be required to sign a lab safety contract. Any student who does not comply with safety regulations or does not conduct himself/herself appropriately (including proper dress) during lab will be disciplined.

· Many lab materials and much of the equipment are very expensive. Students may be required to pay for equipment they damage.

· Lab exercises are designed to reinforce learning by providing students the opportunity to have hands-on experience with classroom concepts, but they cannot be made up. Test questions on major tests may deal with the main points of our laboratories. A student who is absent from a lab will be expected to answer those test questions. He/she may make an appointment after school to discuss the lab or rely on appropriate help from a classmate.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Typically assignments turned in late will be accepted up to two days with a lowered letter grade for each day late.  However, there will be assignments that will be graded and discussed in class and returned to students the day the assignments are due, and therefore, cannot be accepted late.
GRADING POLICY: Grades will be calculated and determined by school policy.

A = 90%-100%    B = 80%-89    C = 70-79%    F = <70%

· Deficiency reports, progress reports, and report cards will be generated as indicated in the NOHS Handbook. All grades reported will be cumulative up to reporting time. 

· All averages will be determined in the following manner:

· 10% Daily Grades (classwork, homework) 
· 15% Formative 
· 55% Summative (tests, portfolio project)
· 20% GA Milestones EOCT  [*NO ONE MAY EXEMPT THE END OF COURSE TEST]

· Students and parents may view grades on-line throughout the semester. Please monitor grades regularly and let Mrs. O’Mara know if you have any questions or if you observe any error in the recording of your grades.

·  Mrs. O’Mara will keep all tests on file. Students must keep all other graded papers until the end of the semester. If there is a discrepancy concerning a recorded grade, the student must have their paper to validate any error. Otherwise, the recorded grade will stand.

· All or parts of tests will be graded by a Scan Tron machine. Students need to be proficient in marking Scan Tron forms neatly and accurately. Students must not make stray marks and all erasures must be made completely to ensure accurate grading. Students must have Mrs. O’Mara initial any erasures the student considers to be problematic before turning in a test/exam paper.  Otherwise, no credit will be given if an answer is counted wrong due to a poor erasure or stray mark. The grade determined by the Scan Tron machine will be final. 

· Cheating is not tolerated and will result in an administrative referral.
SUBJECT MATTER: We will cover the following topics this semester in Physical Science. The order the topics are taught could possibly change.


TOPIC



CHAPTER READING

STANDARD



The Nature of Science


Chapter 1              


SCSh1-8

Motion
and Speed


Chapter 2
     


SPS8a,b,c,d


Forces




Chapter 3             


SPS8 b,c

Work and Machines


Chapter 5
    


SPS8 e,d


Energy




Chapter 4            


SPS7 a,d

Thermal Energy



Chapter 6            


SPS7 b,c



Waves




Chapter 10           


SPS9a

Sound




Chapter 11           


SPS9 c,d,e,f

Electromagnetic Waves


Chapter 12           


SPS9b

Light




Chapter 13           


SPS9a

Electricity




Chapter 7             


SPS10a,b



Magnetism



Chapter 8             


SPS10c




Classifying Matter



Chapter 15            


SPS5 a,b

Solids, Liquids and Gases


Chapter 16            


SPS5 a,b        



Atoms and the Periodic Table


Chapter 17            


SPS1a,b,  SPS4 a,b

The Elements



Chapter 19           


SPS1 a,b    SPS4 a,b


Chemical Bonds



Chapter 20           


SPS2 a,b,c,d,e



Chemical Reactions



Chapter 21            


SPS2 a,b,c,d,e

Radioactivity and Nuclear Reactions

Chapter 18           


SPS3 a.b.c.d

Solutions                                                        
Chapter 22            


SPS6 a,b,c

Acids, Bases and Salts


Chapter 23            


SPS6 d.e

1

